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Minutes 

 
Membership 
Jim Carroll – Chair, Medium School Division 
Pamela Burnette – via teleconference, Regional Study Group VII Representative 
Dennis Casey – via teleconference, Virginia Association of Science Teachers 
Susan Clair – Department of Correctional Education 
Bill Dotson – via teleconference, Virginia Society for Technology in Education 
Bill Flaherty – Virginia Association of School Business Officials 
Craig Herndon – State Council of Higher Education in Virginia 
Jane James – Virginia Educational Media Association 
Ramesh Kapoor – Large School Division 
John Littlefield – Regional Study Group II Representative 
Adele Morris – Small School Division 
Elizabeth Pringle – Business and Industry Representative 
Zahrl Schoeny – Virginia Association of Colleges of Teacher Education 
Marilyn Walls – Regional Study Group I Representative 
Sherry Ward – Virginia Council for Private Education 
Melissa Warren – Virginia State Reading Association 
Patricia Woodbury – Virginia School Boards Association 
 
Department of Education Personnel 
Lan Neugent – Department of Education Advisor 
Tammy McGraw – Director, Office of Educational Technology 
Julie Mersiowsky – Office of Educational Technology 
Mark Saunders – Office of Educational Technology 
Greg Weisiger – VSEN Coordinator, Teleproduction Department 
Joyce White – Office of Educational Technology 
Flora Cosby – Office of Educational Technology 
 
Opening 
Jim Carroll called the meeting to order. 
 
Dr. Tammy McGraw, Director of the Office of Educational Technology was introduced to the committee. 
 
Welcome to Kenmore 
Dr. John Word, Principal welcomed the committee to Kenmore, a Technology Focus School. 
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Shauna Dyer, Focus Coordinator gave a focus overview of Kenmore curriculum. 
 
Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Bill Flaherty and seconded by Zahrl Schoeny. 
 
OLD BUSNIESS 
Legislative Update 
Lan Neugent said the general assembly was still in session.  This is the longest time to go without a 
budget. 
 
SEDTA, VDOE, ISTE, CoSN are working together to keep funding intact.  The money that was unspent 
happened because of the competitive/formula split.  There is a possibility of going to an all competitive 
disbursement.  That decision rests with the state. 
 
Discussion: 

1. The quality of the grant proposals would be higher if they are competitive. 
2. Ed tech needs assessment to determine if technology affects learning. 
3. In support of competitive grants you could focus the initiative. 
4. The small amounts of the formula grants cause schools to refuse to put the effort into the grant. 
5. In support of formula, it is based on number of students in poverty. 
6. It is a balance of each type. 
7. A consortium may have a different focus than a school needs. 
8. Smaller districts don’t have personnel to write grants. 

 
Virginia has the highest number of online testing and is rated second in technology counts.  The General 
Assembly does not do much with technology, but they passed House Bill 58.  Department of Education 
will be writing guidelines for Acceptable Use and curriculum for safety on the Internet.   
 
Status of New Membership Appointments 
Tammy McGraw reported that Virginia Association SCD has requested membership on VETAC. 
 
John Littlefield suggested we consider membership from Virginia Electronic Student Information 
Systems, but Phyllis Geron is already representing the group. 
 
Bill Flaherty suggested we pursue Lockheed Martin as a business group for representation on VETAC 
that is interested but does not sell products directly to schools. 
 
Virtual School Advisory Council – Greg Weisiger said there is an explosion of virtual schools including 
charter schools, and the issues and policies that resolve around these schools should be addressed by 
VETAC. 
 
Lan Neugent pointed out that the Department of Education is committed to facilitate the ITRT’s 
cohesiveness and organization. 
 
VETAC ITRT Appointment Process 
Jim Carroll reported that Jason Ellis coordinated the meeting with ITRT in February.  He has been 
working closely with the ITRT for representatives on this committee and building an association (VTRT) 
in Sally Hill, Orange County, small school division, Tony Sheets, Augusta County, middle school 
division, and Pat Cuomo, Chesterfield, large school division. 
 
Julie Mersiowsky has taken over from Jason and has a concern about two of the representatives being 
from the middle of the state.  John Littlefield suggested that the executive committee look at a different 
option for the large school representative.  Suggestions should be forwarded to Julie. 
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Bill Dotson from Wise County offered that VSTE could be a home for the ITRT. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Election of 2006-2007 VETAC Officers 
Marilyn Walls reported that John Littlefield was nominated for Chair, Janet Copenhaver was nominated 
for Vice Chair, and Chad Sansing was nominated for Secretary.  Bill Flaherty was nominated from the 
floor.  The officiers for 2006-2007 are John Littlefield for Chair, Bill Flaherty for Vice Chair, and Chad 
Sansing for Secretary. 
 
Nominations for the members-at-large for the executive committee are Ramesh Kapoor, and Adele 
Morris.  The new members were approved until 2008 and will begin there term in September.  Bill 
Flaherty’s and Zahrl Schoeny’s terms will expire in 2006. 
 
Full committee meetings in 2006-2007 are October 3, 2006, February 13, 2007, and May 8, 2007. 
 
Executive committee meetings in 2006-2007 are September 12, 2006, November 30, 2006, April 10, 
2007, and June 5, 2007. 
 
Local Tech Plan Status Reports for VDOE (Small Group Work Session)   
Small groups met to discuss how well are we meeting the goals of the multi-year technology plan. 
 
The next steps, Tammy McGraw reported that the Department of Education is looking to get a sense of 
what is common ground.  Lan Neugent said they hope the collection will lead to questions that need to be 
asked and away from those that don’t. 
 
Discussion of Agenda Topics for 2006-2007 VETAC Meetings 
Jim Carroll said the executive committee will look at developing a list of topics for the next year’s 
agendas.  Some topics will bed work sessions, some will be presentations, and some will be discussions.  
Jim recommended that the general committee take the proposed topics home and give feedbacks to him 
by email within the next two weeks. 
 
Tammy McGraw said that sixteen states share learning objects.  What are learning objects?  There is a 
disparity in the definition of learning objects.  Tammy proposes VETA facilitates an understanding of 
learning objects and sharing resources for learning objects.  For example, a virtual frog dissection or a 
film of a slave owner telling his slaves they had been sold.  Zahrl Schoeny suggested you must include 
the interactive element. 
 
Lan shared that higher education is working on learning objects but not much for K-12.  We should 
decide what learning objects we want for K-12 and not let higher education do that. 
 
Zahrl Schoeny defines the learning object is a tool that engages students in learning.  He offered to show 
templates. 
 
Jim Carroll suggested learning objects would be a good topic for work sessions in the coming year. 
 
Kenmore Middle School Tour 
Michael Goodman, Kenmore Instructional Technology Coordinator led the committee on a tour of 
Kenmore Middle School. 
 
Adjournment 
Jim Carroll adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. 
 


